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The Prairie Experience

by Lisa Martin, CHM Communications Director

Drive far enough along US 30 and
you’ll come across Wheatland, a
small town on the west side of Clinton
County in east central lowa. Nestled
into the surrounding hills is Our

Lady of the Prairie Retreat (OLPR), a
spiritual retreat center overlooking the
Wapsipinicon River.

For over 20 years, the Congregation of
the Humility of Mary (CHM), has run
the center, offering people of all faiths
a place to come reflect, meditate and
appreciate the surrounding beauty.
Through the years many people have
come to find the experience of OLPR
to be a source of inspiration and joy.
Following are some reflections from
sisters and friends that give a sense of
this sacred place.

The first director of the Prairie Retreat,
Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM, feels that

the purchase of the Dierickx farm, in
1993, was the first significant milestone
in The Prairie Retreat’s history. She
reflected, “This was preceded by five
years of discerning and searching with
specific criteria for the ‘right’ property
with support from the New Horizons
of Faith Board and people from the
Davenport Diocese. At that time one of
the greatest unmet needs of the people
was prayer and spirituality.”

Sr. Jude Fitzpatrick who was CHM
president at the time recalls, “The
‘negotiations’ surrounding that purchase
were interesting. We entered the
conversation thinking that the Trappists
might give the CHMs the house and

40 acres to continue Father Vincent
Fabula’s ministry; purchasing the entire
200 acres had not been something we
had considered. However, it became
clear that some members of the Trappist
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community thought a better option
would be for us to purchase the entire
property. | remember my father being
amazed at the ‘deal’ we had made in
purchasing 200 acres, the house filled
with antiques, a small tractor and two
used vehicles. While it may have been
a good ‘deal,’ it was, more importantly,
a good investment of CHM resources
with a good ‘return’ over the last 20
years and a response to the spiritual
hunger which continues to be addressed
in the ministry there.”

Sr. Lillian Stevens, CHM, remembers

a story Father Vincent told her about

his first experience with a prairie burn.
“He wasn’t ready for the outcome of
lighting a fire in the grass and he almost
burned the neighborhood down! He also
explained how the glaciers and rivers
carved out our beautiful landscape.”

Photo: A retreatant enjoys the silent
beauty of The Prairie from a favorite spot
on the front porch of the Victorian House.

-The Prairie Continued on page 3
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At left: Sr. Mary Ann Vogel, Sr. Johanna
Rickl and Erin Van Waus, conservation
easement director from the lowa Natural
Heritage Foundation.

Above: A view from the OLPR

£ conservation easement looking toward Our
Lady of the Prairie Retreat atop the hill.
Learn more about the easement on page 4.

Dear Friends and Donors,

Several years ago the Congregation of the Humility of Mary developed a
Vision Statement. “As a community of strong, dedicated women rooted
in prayer and spirituality, we are called to face our contemporary realities
and step deliberately into the future with courage and grace.” These
words certainly would have described the action taken by the small
group of sisters who left their homeland in France and sailed to the
United States in 1864 to establish the first motherhouse of the Sisters of
the Humility of Mary.

That statement describes our mode of operation throughout our history.
It only takes a few to help us step “into the future with courage and
grace.” In this issue of “The Flame’, you learn how a small group of sisters
stepped forward to make Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat a reality. Asyou
read through this issue, my wish is that you could take a small break in a
day to be refreshed by all this beautiful oasis, in the middle of lowa corn
fields, has to offer. Be sure to read the poem, “The Prairie Waits’, on the
back of this issue to see all that awaits you on that visit.

To you, our friends and donors, thank you for your support of this very
special ministry.

Sr. Mary Ann Vogel
CHM President
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-The Prairie Continued from page 1

A woman walks the Prairie Labyrinth with
Joseph the Journeyer not far behind.

Sr. Rosie Restelli, CHM, recalls turning
off the gravel road and coming up the
lane and seeing The Prairie for the

first time. “It was simply beautiful.

The absolute silence when I got out

of my car was profound. It is and will
continue to be an oasis in the desert.”

CHM Sr. Joan Sheil’s pet project was
creating the labyrinth. A great moment
for her was its completion after having
to redo it twice due to damage by
heavy rain. Sr. Jude said, “A number
of us CHMs placed every stone which
outline the paths for the labyrinth.
What satisfaction we experienced
when people could take advantage of
the special space and a journey to the
center.” Sr. Harriett Ping, CHM, recalls
working with little inner city kids to
get the rocks for the labyrinth. “It was
important! And we had to find a way to
haul that rock. However, my favorite
thing is St. Joseph the Journeyer. 1

do think a lot of The Prairie and its
wonders and beauty.”

In the middle of the night Sr. Marcia
Eckerman, CHM, who was living in the
Victorian House at the time, awakened
to the sounds of an a cappella chorus of
coyotes. “At first [ was not sure what

I was hearing; was this a recording?
Leaning out my bedroom window, [
was able to hear the sounds of a pack
of coyotes on the hillside near the
statue of Joseph the Journeyer. This
choral arrangement was short lived

but certainly the sound of God’s love
through nature.”

Among Sr. Joann’s favorite features
of The Prairie are the many porches,
especially the Victorian House porch.
“It fosters the spectacular views of the
landscape no matter the time of day or
the season. The early morning sunrises
were so magnificent that the Dierickx
farm was identified on the early plat
map as the “Sunrise View Farm”.

“I am an early riser,” said Sr. Dolores
Schuh, CHM. “I would get up, get
dressed and sit on the porch of the old
house to watch the sunrise—a peak
experience in my life. I would hear
train whistles in the background, watch
the tree branches sway in the breeze,
and frequently watch a deer or two
grazing in the yard. It just could not
have been more perfect. [’ve never
before or since experienced such an
inspiring, moving and beautiful work of
God’s creation.”

After attending an annual women’s
retreat, Claudia Scharf said that this
was a time where she felt like she
finally had a voice. “All my life I have
struggled with having a voice, even
now. | felt comfortable at this retreat
to share freely with the women. The
weekend never failed me. The riches
of the prairie grounds, labyrinth, and
openness of The Prairie engulfed my
heart and soul.”

So now you know—The Prairie
experience is like no other. If you
would like to share your OLPR
memory send to Imartin@chmiowa.

org. And, if you haven’t yet, please
plan to visit OLPR to create your own
prairie memory! OLPR Director Sr.
Margaret Kruse, OSF, , has put together
a wonderful variety of retreats, both
in-person and online for 2021, that you
can find on page 5 of this issue. Or if
you have your own personal or group
retreat to plan, consider having it at
OLPR. You’ll never forget it!

Meanwhile, we invite you to explore
our website at theprairieretreat.org.
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“I am always grateful that we were given
the opportunity to use the Stations of
the Cross from the Marycrest Chapel as
well as the statue of Mary from the Crest
campus. For me, that tie with our ministry
at the college and with The Prairie
ministry is priceless.”

-Sr. Jude Fitzpatrick

A Prairie Retreat Prayer
by Sherry Nauman

“Good and Gracious God, we thank
you for your most generous love.
Encourage us to be like you, worthy
of proclaiming the Gospel, in this
sacred space of Our Lady of the Prairie
Retreat. Help us to always reverence
this space where our donors, our
participants and our mission meets.
Give us joyful spirits and an eagerness
to engage others as we spread the
word of tranquility that resides on the
land of The Prairie. Give us hopeful
imagination and creative vision, to
design bountiful fundraisers. Give us
trusting hearts, knowing that the fruits
of our labor will be realized long after
we are gone. Remind us always that
what we do for the least of our sisters
and brothers, we do for you. Bless the
future of all of our events and retreats
with picturesque weather, exceptional
attendance, cheerful volunteers,
delicious food, happy hearts and
bounteous love.

We ask this in Jesus’ name and in unity
of the Holy Spirit. Amen!”
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Cultivating Communion with Creation
by Sr. Johanna Rickl, CHM Vice President

n 2017, CHMs formalized a Land Ethic to guide

decisions made by the entire congregation and by
those in congregational leadership regarding the land for
which they are responsible. The Land Ethic supports the
CHM mission of working for justice within the human
family and caring for Earth itself. It affirms, as a matter of
justice, the prophetic call to ecological sustainability and
nonviolence in relationships.

Our Lady of the Prairie property near Wheatland,

Iowa has been and is an important one for the Sisters

to protect. The restoration of the prairie, forestry
management and attention to conservation practices are
primary ways to care for the land. To continue preserving
the land and its web of life for future generations, the
CHMs decided to set aside 80+ acres of the prairie
property as a conservation easement.

Such an easement is a legal document that determines
the uses of a particular piece of land in perpetuity. The
agreement defines uses that mutually respond to needs
and desires of the owner as well as the requirements

of the nonprofit entity charged with overseeing
implementation into the future. On November 20, 2018,
the congregation signed a conservation easement with
the Iowa Natural Heritage Foundation.

Some goals of Our Lady of the Prairie Conservation
Easement are to improve the health of the Wapsipinicon

A hiker pauses by the Wapsi River during a walk

through the OLPR conservation easement area.

River bordering the property and to create better habitat
for many different plants and animals. In addition, the
amount of carbon captured helps decrease the rate of
global warming. The prairie grasses and flowers offer
opportunities for bees, butterflies, and other insects to
do their important work in human food production.

The land preservation retains a quiet setting for more
effective retreats and contemplative experiences for
people seeking to nourish their relationship to self, God
and others.

All are invited to enter into communion with creation.
The conservation easement reminds all who come to Our
Lady of the Prairie that they are part of the web of life and
have a responsibility to protect our common home.

“For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, in the same way God will bring with Jesus all

who have fallen asleep believing in Jesus.”

Sister Marie Vittetoe
May 19, 1927 -
July 31, 2020

Sister Lucille Feehan
February 7, 1937 -
August 4, 2020

-1 Thessalonians 4: 14

i

Associate Gertrude Vogel
June 15, 1920 -
August 11, 2020

Loving tributes to our departed sisters can be found in “Sister Stories” at www.chmiowa.org

the FLAME | FALL 2020 | Volume 18 | Issue 3



Care of Earth at OLPR
by Tony Schiltz, OLPR Advisory Committee Chair

even unique signs were recently created for Our

Lady of the Prairie Retreat to highlight the efforts
there to protect our environment. These include the
restored prairie, the pond and wetlands, the vegetable
gardens, pollinator strips, rain-barrels, composting and
solar panels.

Each sign includes a logo and the slogan: OLPR

— Caring for Creation. The logo was created to
symbolize the cycle of life and the delicate balance
of nature. A seed sends out roots to anchor itself and
draw water and nutrients from Earth, while stretching
upward to catch the sunlight and convert its energy
into food and provide for regeneration.

The signs are posted at locations where visitors can
observe these features on a tour of the grounds. They
include simple points illustrating ways each feature
benefits the environment. The hope is to illustrate
simple actions individuals might take at home to
protect the environment. The example below illustrates
the benefits of the solar panels. Look for all of the
signs the next time you visit.

I remember a wild, windy and wonderful walk around
the prairie trail in the dead of winter with the crunch
of snow under my feet. It was during a break in a
retreat on Care of Earth. Tracks and scat of wildlife
wanderings were in evidence everywhere in the
pristine snow: pheasant and fox, rabbit and squirrel,
field mouse and deer. They told a story of the great
circle of life and the blessing of life. My meditation
resulted in the little prayer that follows:

“All creation breathes the same air, drinks from

the same stream, depends on the same soil for its
nourishment, warms itself of the same sun and thrives
only on the goodness of God in whom all things live
and move and have their being.”

OLPR,

~ Caring for Creation

Solar Panels (est. 2016)

*Produce electricity from sunshine
*Provide sustainable, renewable energy
*Decrease global warming from fossil fuels
*Decrease pollution, improve public health

¢ Contribute to local jobs, local economy
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Kﬁ‘ The OLPR Sunrise Shop and Gazebo

GivingTuesday is a
global day of generosity
that will take place on
December 1, 2020.
This year, CHM

is participating in
GivingTuesday to raise ¥
money for one of our
important ministries— ’
Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat Specifically, we are seeking
donations for additional solar panels for our Sunrise Shop, the new
maintenance building.

CHM sisters are dedicated to the care of Earth and view nature as
a gift from God. We want to sustain and improve the environment.
We continue to invest in improvements to OLPR that will allow us
to fulfill that mission while providing a safe and welcoming space
for our guests to continue their spiritual growth. All donations
designated to OLPR or Greatest Need from this issue of “The
Flame” will be used for the purchase of solar panels.

Please visit our website at theprairieretreat.org, to learn more
about our GivingTuesday efforts and how you can get involved.
You may also follow Our Lady of the Prairie Retreat on Facebook.

Upcoming Retreats!
Call 563-336-8414 or visit theprairieretreat.org
for more information and to register.
Nov 10 Zoom: Blessings of the North
Nov 17 Zoom: Circle of Life: Autumn
Dec 1&8 Zoom: Integrating Mary’s Magnificat
Dec4 Zoom: Resting in God
Dec8 Zoom: Celebrate Divine Incarnation
Jan 14,21,28 Zoom: Letting go of Stress
Jan 19 Zoom: Ecumenical Prayer Service
Feb 9 Zoom: Circle of Life: Winter
Feb 10 Zoom: Come to the Quiet
Feb 18 Let God be God
Feb 24 Zoom: Lenten Nights with Barb
Feb 26-28 Grief Retreat: Healing from Loss
Mar 3,10,17 Zoom: Lenten Nights with Barb
Mar 5-6 Men Encounter Christ in Prayer
Mar 13 Spring Equinox: Act of Power
Mar 19-20 Pause and Refresh
Mar 24 The Heart of Forgiveness
Mar 30 No Fear, No Fail Yeast Bread Making
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Honor and Remember

The Congregation of the Humility of Mary

is grateful for the donations received in
memory or honor of loved ones between
June 1 and Sept. 30, 2020. CHMs remember
these individuals in daily prayers and Masses.
If you have prayer requests call 563-336-8401

or visit our website at chmiowa.org

In honor of:
2020 Jubilarians

Donors: Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM

Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Mary Martin Lane

Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM

Sr. Delphine Vasquez, CHM
Sr. Mary Ann Vogel, CHM

Sr. Virginia Bartholome, CHM
Donor: Linda Ortiz

Sr. Rachel Beeson, CHM
Donors: Alan and Liliana Barnes
Msgr. Lawrence Beeson
Sheila Feintech

Fr. Charles Fladung

Michael and Deborah Mathis
Fr. Stephen Page

St Patrick’s Church, Neola, IA
Don and Rita Wall

La Familia Bojorquez
Donor: Raquel Bojorquez

Sr. Judith Carrara, CHM
Donor: Nancy Stipp

All CHMs

Donor: Angie DePaepe

CHMs who worked at Ottumwa Heights

Donor: Francis and Frances Zeller
Lolita Dierickx

Donor: James and Mary Orr

Feast Day of Our Lady of Humility
Donor: Suzanne Hartung

John and Joan Garrity

Donor: Eleanor Anstey

B HE

The original CHM prairie crew. L-R:

Sr. Harriet Ping, Sr. Marie VenHorst, Sr.
Cathleen Real, Sr. Joann Kuebrich and

Sr. Dolores Schuh.

Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Donor: Nancy Stipp

Sr. Ramona Kaalberg, CHM
Donor: Rose Mary Williams

Sr. Karen Macksey, CHM
Donor: John Macksey

Sr. Patricia Miller, CHM

Donor: Rev. David and Dr. Ruth Daumer

Sr. Marian Smith, CHM
Donor: Dick and Phyllis Cacciatore

In memory of:

Sr. Josephine Abel

Donor: Betty Walker

Betty and Maurice Albrecht
Donor: Susan Albrecht-Felt

Jon Ang

Donor: Michael and Loretta Peters
Beth Aylsworth

Donor: Joan Meierotto

Eugene and Genevieve Bassler
Donor: Ellen Sue Bassler
Donna Bennett

Donor: Carol Vogel

John Bingham

Donor: Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Mary Boland

Donor: Rev. Sally Brown

Sr. Hugh Brady, CHM

Donor: Bethann McGregor
Chuck Brogan

Donor: Mary Brogan

Sr. Mary John Byers, CHM
Donors: Lynn Frank

Bethann McGregor

Joan Cabhill

Donor: Mary Davis

Walter J. and Corrine J. Cawley
Donor: Fr. William Cawley
Helene Pignon Chevriers
Donor: Joan Meierotto

CHM Sisters

Donor: Suzanne Hartung
CHMs who have died in the past year
Donor: Janet Walther

Sr. Ann Therese Collins, CHM
Donors: Bill Lynam

Jim Tank

Sr. Frances Comito, CHM
Donors: Christian Comito
Joseph and Margaret-Ann Comito
Sr. Martha Mary Conrad, CHM
Donor: Dr. Gerard Weigel

Steve Cross

Donor: Annette Adamson
Barbara DeTaeye-Dvorak

Donors: Edward and Constance Cervantes

Jan DeGreve

Thomas and Christine DeTaeye
Robert and Sharon Detaeye
Donald and Elizabeth Dorton
Therese Fitzpatrick

Greg and Clare Gadient
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Michael and Diana Hammes
Charles and Barbara Horsman
Jean Kass

Lloyd and Georgie Kilmer
Karen Lacotte

Chester and Emma Ling
James and Kathleen Minick
Sr. Kathryn O’Meara, CHM
Toni Peters

Becky Pracht

Joseph and Donna Scott
Henry and Beverly Sobaski
Gary and Lisa Stump

Beth Wissing

Jeanne Wonio

Sr. Donna Donovan, CHM
Donors: Mary Handy

Tom and Ruth Ann McMillin
Sr. Lucille Feehan, CHM
Donors: Monica Anderson
Sr. Rachel Beeson, CHM

Sr. Roberta Brich, CHM

Sr. Justine Denning, CHM

Sr. Miriam Ehrhardt, CHM

Sr. Rae Elwood, CHM

Kent Ferris

Barry and Sherry Hannam

Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Con-E Osmers

Rodger and Mary Routh

Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Dolores Scieszinski

Lisa Simonini

Sr. Mary Bea Snyder, CHM
Rozella Vestal

Deborah Williams

Bert Finn

Donor: Ollie Finn

Sr. Marie Finnegan, CHM
Donor: Mary Lenaghan Tracy
Sue Foley

Donor: Patricia Meier

Sr. Mary Ellen Freeman, CHM
Donor: James Freeman
Gimm family

Donor: Augustina Gimm
Joseph and Marie Gregorich
Donor: Nancy Jebsen
Hammersley and Brooks families
Donor: Carol Hammersley
Harold and Lily Heffernan
Donor: Mary Elliott

Sr. Mary Heinen, CHM
Donor: Paul and Dianne Heinen
Alberta Hilton

Donor: Alberta Hilton Estate
Fred L. Hutton

Donor: Davie Hutton

Rich Jinks

Donor: Eleanor Anstey
Donald Judge

Donors: Tom Judge

Carolyn Judge
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Srs. Irene and Edith Kane, CHM
Donor: Mary Catherine Epatko
Marilyn Kelley

Donors: Marilyn Kelley Estate
Mary Lou McGrath

Nancy Kelly

Donors: James and Alice Ann Golby
Colleen Nolan

Rosemary Schmitt

Sr. Rita Ann Lenaghan, CHM
Donor: Mary Lenaghan Tracy

Sr. Mary Anne Leto, CHM

Donor: Tom and Ruth Ann McMillin
Ben Lubinski

Donor: Sr. Miriam Ehrhardt, CHM
Sr. Leona Mary Manning, CHM
Donor: Judy Quade-Anderson

Sr. Joanne Mauro, CHM

Donors: Don and Lorene Mauro
Mauro Insurance Agency

Dr. John McAndrew

Donor: Joan Marie Resnick-Wessling
Sr. Veronica McAndrews, CHM
Donor: Judith Marlin

Tom McKay

Donor: Virginia Gill

Sr. Gretchen McKean, CHM
Donor: Nancy Jebsen

Myra Merritt

Donor: John Merritt

Keith Meyer

Donor: Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Rex Miller

Donor: Patricia Miller

Geraldine Mulhall

Donor: Rita Allen

Pat and Bert Murphy

Donor: Raquel Bojorquez

Sr. Marianne Nehus, CHM
Donors: Sr. Margaret Bennett, CHM
Kent Ferris

Bethann McGregor

Robert and Jane Thiel

Dorothy Walter

Sr. Connie Pailliotet, CHM

Donor: Betty Besancon

Rita Warin Reasoner

Donor: Ken Reasoner

Sr. Marilyn Reyes, CHM

Donor: Angie DePaepe

Sue Bissell Rodi

Donor: Stephen Rodi

Sr. Catherine Ann Ruppenkamp, CHM
Donor: Rita Greaber

Robert L. Scarpino

Donor: Mary Scarpino

Sr. Michelle Schiffgens, CHM
Donor: John and Barbara Shie
Harry and Irene Schluenz

Donor: Michael and Daughn Sutter
Sr. Madeleine Marie Schmidt, CHM
Donor: Dr. Suzanne Mahmoodi

Sr. Donna Schmitt, CHM
Donor: Pauline Cunningham
Mary Louise Osweiler Snyder
Donor: Karen Hansen Simon
Patricia Spratt

Patricia Spratt Estate

Sr. Carla Takes, CHM

Donors: Sr. Linda Bechen, RSM
Sr. Margaret Bennett, CHM
Dave and Delores Green

Tom and Ruth Ann McMillin
Eileen Meagher

Linda Pedersen

Earl Takes

Donor: Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Sr. Maribeth Takes, CHM
Donors: Sr. Linda Bechen, RSM
Sr. Margaret Bennett, CHM
Ralph and Evelyn Brimeyer
Kent Ferris

Dave and Delores Green
Marilyn Noe

Bernie and Maria Peeters
Quad City Bank & Trust Co.
Janet Thomas

Donor: Catherine McIntosh

Sr. Kathleen Tomlonovic, CHM
Donor: Eileen Meagher

Sr. Pauline Tursi, CHM
Donor: John and Stephanie Bryan
Sr. Marie Ven Horst, CHM
Donor: Linda Ortiz

Sr. Marie Vittetoe, CHM
Donors: Andrews Financial Group
Nancy Bell

David and Mary Bell

Ron and Mary Bombei

Sr. Roberta Brich, CHM

Sr. Justine Denning, CHM

Jane Dorman

Sr. Rae Elwood, CHM

Kent Ferris

Debra Harr

Sr. Kathleen Henneberry, CHM
Ann Lillis

Evalee Mickey

Mary Nagel

Con-E Osmers

Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Roberta Shadensack

Donald and Edna Sieren
Leona Smith

Sr. Mary Bea Snyder, CHM

Dan and Kay Southern

Richard and Barbara Stanaway
Rose Ellen Stelton

Anna Stranieri

Donna Swank-Rudiger

Leo and Rosemary Vittetoe
Margaret Vittetoe

Carl and Bonita Voss

Catherine Weaver

Kenny and Karen Weber
Deborah Williams
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Gertrude Vogel

Donors: Eleanor Anstey
Julie Beck

Sue Bratcher

Sr. Justine Denning, CHM
Sr. Rae Elwood, CHM

Don and Cindy Geurink
Billie Greenwood

Jane Griffin

Michael and Diana Hammes
Paul and Mary Herrig
Gerald Jackson

Barb Kendall

Nancy Ketelaar

Lloyd and Georgie Kilmer
Sr. Joann Kuebrich, CHM
Marjorie Linehan
Dorothy Ludtke

Larry and Joanne MacVey
Fr. Robert McAleer

Brian and Sherry Nauman
Michael and Beverly Odonnell
Con-E Osmers

Cletus and Audrey Reed
Alan and Lea Ann Rhea

Sr. Dolores Schuh, CHM
Rose Ellen Stelton

Betty Stratman

Ivan and Norma Tebrake
Mary Frances Vogel

Gail Votroubek

Lloyd and Frances Weber
John and Jennifer Worley
Urban and Maxine Walker
Donor: John Walker
Delores Weber

Donor: Carol Vogel

Larry Wedeking

Donor: Bonnie Murray
Joyce West

Donor: Rita Allen

Sr. Mary Suzanne Wickenkamp, CHM
Donor: Nancy Jo Hillard
Mary Louise Wright
Mary Louise Wright Estate

“The view from the swing at OLPR was

spectacular...such joy I received swinging there

by myself and when shared with a friend.”
-Claudia Scharf
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“During a retreat my first
summer as director of
The Prairie, I offered a
retreatant a golf cart ride
so she could experience
more than sitting on the
porch. She wanted to
soak in all that God was
inviting her to reflect on
during her time of retreat.
It was a delightful ride of
noticing all the unique
beauty of The Prairie. As
we were coming around
the last bend in the

trail behind the pond, a
beautiful, graceful buck
leapt out of the prairie
grasses and paused for
amoment in front of the
golf cart. We both gasped
with delight.

A few days later she gifted
me with a poem that she
wrote during her time

of retreat. When I want

to remember what The
Prairie means to me, I
re-read this poem.”

Sr. Kathleen Storms, SSND
Former OLPR Director

The Prairie Waits

by Sr. Margaret Murphy, OSB

Gentle rolling hills, carpeted green,
Terraced, rocks caressing fertile Earth.
Meadows of wild cornflowers
Holding the yellow sun.

Butterfly bushes keep company
With the sturdy milkweeds;

A harvest of delight for Monarchs
And bright winged butterflies

Who stop in flight and sip.

I also stop for nourishment.
Nourishment for my spirit,

So plentiful here even in the air,
Breeze on my face, in my hair

Palms of hands feel its movement,
Stirs my soul, brings the fragrance
Of wild prairie grass, warmed by sun
Meadow knolls filled with
Black-eyed Susan mingling with
Lavender-blue Prairie Stars.
Woodlands surround, lush and green,
Bordered with ripening blackberries.

My spirit also knows the desert

The labyrinth way leads to the center,
My center empties and longs to be filled.
Flowers border the buildings,
Landscaped into a whole of beauty,

A community of graceful harmony,
Day lilies bloom in brilliant array
Yellow and orange blossoms mixing
With the brilliance of other flowers.
Birds come to home in the trees

To be fed with caring hands,

The vivid Goldfinch, Oriole,
Woodpeckers, Grosbeak and all.
Garden flourishing with vegetables,
Cooked in special ways.

Pond and river, a walk away,

Speak of the deep Living Water within,
Springing up, flowing outward to all.
All things in concert make this
Prairie-home a home of harmony,

A home of reflection and prayer.

Yes, the prairie waits to give peace and joy.
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